
Dear Branch Presidents: 
 
The Seniors Advisory Council had a two-hour telephone conference call last Thursday at the 
behest of Dr. Robert Strang, Chief Medical Officer, Province of Nova Scotia.  Dr. Strang provided 
information on the COVID-19 pandemic and answered many questions.  Three members of 
Communications Nova Scotia were also present and were requesting input of the best methods 
of getting factual information to seniors and the Province.  I thought it was an excellent 
meeting and clearly indicated that the province is committed to “flattening the curve” and 
wants seniors to be well-informed. 
 
I asked Dr. Strang about having meetings during this crisis.  He indicated that it would be a 
minimum of 6 to 8 weeks before things might return to normal.  Based on this information the 
RTO Executive has cancelled all meetings in April and May. 
 
AGM May 21, 2020 
In other words, the Branch Presidents meeting and AGM Dinner are cancelled on May 20, 2020 
and the AGM is cancelled on May 21, 2020.  IF you have booked accommodation at the Hotel 
Halifax for the evening of May 20, 2020 I would request you contact Jessica MacMillan at 902-
492-6431 and cancel your reservation ASAP. 
 
RTO Standing Committee Application 
Normally applications forms for the RTO Standing Committees are available at the AGM and the 
spring edition of the newsletter.  If you or your members are interested in applying for a 
position please find the application form on the RTO website or contact Jim Kavanaugh at 
jkavanaugh@ns.sympatico.ca.  Deadline for applications will be June 15, 2020.  Selection of 
members on the 2020-2021 RTO Standing Committees and the successful Legacy Foundation 
grant applicants will be made at the tentatively scheduled RTO Executive meeting on June 24, 
2020. 
 
I use the word tentatively as we do not know if the government will continue to impose 
maximum numbers participating in meetings and Courtney does not have access to the NSTU 
booking calendar.  I will also need to contact the Hotel Halifax re accommodations. 
 
AGM September 23, 2020 
The RTO Executive is proposing to re-schedule the AGM on September 23, 2020 at the NSTU 
Building.  We will not have a Branch Presidents meeting as the RTO Executive will be meeting 
the day before.  The AGM dinner will be on the evening of September 22, 2020 at Brightwood 
Golf and Country Club. 
 
The RTO will cover your expenses for this re-scheduled event.  Likewise the RTO will cover half 
the expenses (up to $200) for Branches with cost-shared delegates.  Although the expectation 
was that cost-shared delegates would have attended the Branch Presidents meeting on May 20, 
2020 for recruitment purposes, the RTO feels that we should continue funding for this 
worthwhile expense. 
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The usual Branch Presidents meeting will continue in October although a date has not been 
determined at this time. 
 
For those who might have already submitted their May 21, 2020 AGM application and $25 for 
the RTO Dinner, the Treasurer would greatly appreciate not having to refund the amount and 
keep monies received in the account.  Any member who purchased a ticket for the May 20, 
2020 AGM dinner and is not planning on attending the re-scheduled September 22, 2020 
dinner will have their money refunded. 
 
Together we need to meet our collective responsibility to support and care for one another.  
Together we have the power to limit the spread of COVID-19.  If we all do our part, we will get 
through this – together. 
 
If there are any questions please do not hesitate in contacting me. 
 
Bill 


